
A Note From Your Pastor 

Gray Hair, Bifocals, and Hearing Loss 

I  recently noticed that my beard is almost completely gray. When did that happen? Not too long ago, I followed my 
Eye Doctor’s advice to pick out new glasses: BIFOCALS. I realized later, this will only enable me to see more gray in 
my beard. What a vicious cycle! What did you say? You want to know about my hearing? At my last ear exam they 
tested my hearing and told me I’ll need hearing aids in a few years. I’m not sure whether my ears have lost the abil-

ity to hear or my mind has lost the ability to process. Did I say that out loud? I don’t know because I can’t hear! 

Seriously, I’m only 57 years old. Half the population thinks I am still young, the other half thinks I am old. Ok, I embellish. 
I’m sure more than half the population thinks I am old. I know my kids think it. Personally, I think I’m just right. But what 
do I know? I can’t see, hear, or process like I could in my 20s.  

I can see in my physical aging, which is, seriously, not bad, a spiritual undertone. I’m sure there are many more lessons 
to be learned from my physical aging, but there is one sticking out to me. I need the Word of God to “see” things correct-
ly. Stated from the opposite direction, it is not possible to accurately see reality without the Word of God. His view is, af-
ter all, the only correct view. All other views will pass away, proven inaccurate. God’s view will exist for eternity because 
it is absolutely correct. 

June 12, 2024  



I n the same way, my physical eyes cannot see things the way they really are without some help, my spiritual eyes are 
insufficient, too. My spiritual eyes are marred with a sinful nature, which always seeks to satisfy self. My sinful na-
ture distorts my perspective and understanding, sometimes totally blinding me. With my physical eyes, corrective 
lenses bring things into focus as they really are, not the way my aging eyes see them on their own. I need to see 

things as they are, not the way I want them to be. This is especially pertinent spiritually. Only God’s Word corrects our 
spiritual vision, bringing truth, God’s perspective of reality, into focus, so we see reality as it really is, not from a self-
preferred vantage point. Yet, there is a significant difference between corrective lenses and God’s Word. 
Corrective lenses do not heal the physical impairment causing poor vision. Our vision dilapidates as our eyes’ lenses 
degrade, causing light to focus on the wrong part of our retina. Our glasses, corrective lenses, cause light to focus on the 
correct part of our lenses. Our bodily lenses are still deformed. 
 

O n the other hand, God’s Word corrects our spiritual eyes. Without belief in God’s Word, our spiritual eyes fo-
cus on the wrong things and understandings. Our perspective of reality focuses on the wrong things, usually 
appealing to self. The Word of God, through belief, actually corrects our spiritual sight. Unlike the glasses I 
wear, which sort of trick my vision, which is continually declining (annual eye exams), God’s Word is always 

accurate, never needing a renewed Rx. God’s Word actually CORRECTS my spiritual vision. “The eye is the lamp of the 
body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!” (Matt. 6:22-23). The first thing to notice is 
that what we see (and how we see it) affects what we believe and how we live. Secondly, the extent to which our spiritual 
eyes are bad is also the extent to which our understanding is dark. Our thoughts and behavior correspond directly to 
what we “see.” This is why Jesus also stated, “…store up for yourselves treasures in Heaven... (Matt. 6:20).” If our spir-
itual eyes see things from God’s perspective, our understanding and behavior will be in line. Then, what we see, the 
treasures we store from a right perspective, will never fade or be destroyed. Here is the kicker: our hearts follow whatev-
er we “store up.” To know better and not seek Scripture as our authority, even when we think differently from Scripture, 
reveals that we have placed something other than God as our “treasure.” 
 
Pastor Robert 



W e want to serve the children and their families of 
Calvary and the town(s) surrounding us. The most 

obvious way we do this is by offering Sunday morning and 
Wednesday evening programming. We have a couple of 
more low-key ways we work to put the Gospel and love of 
Christ in front of every child, to help parents in the labor of 
love that is guiding their children to Christ and a healthy 
relationship with Him and the church. 
 
Obvious first. 
 

S unday mornings we offer Children's Bible & Life (Sunday 
School) for Birth - 5th grade. We put a lot of thought into 

how to make the Bible approachable for each age group, 
according to their developmental stages. For example, 
while Babies through Kindergarten are doing much the 
same curriculum, there's a greater emphasis on imagery 
(i.e. Bible story with pictures) and bonding with the young-
ers, while pre-K and Kindergarten start working through 
simple Bible memory and use crafts and real-world exam-
ples to work through Christian principles. During the Wor-
ship Service, we have Children's Church for Birth - 5 years-
old. Every week the children will hear a Bible story backed 
with pictures or a video, hear worship songs, work on light 
verse memory (one short verse per month), play, and color. 
 

D uring the school year we offer AWANA on Wednes-
days. We spend a lot of time working through scrip-

ture study in class and memorizing verses. As students en-
ter Sparks (K) and beyond they will also start to learn the 
mechanics of their Bible - the books, where key passages 
are, how to find things, etc. (Bonus: This reinforces what 
1st - 5th graders work on Sunday mornings!) 

 

E very Sunday, families have access to a take-home de-
votional! Three days of Scripture focused devotionals 

and discussion prompts can be found on the welcome ta-
ble, or are available when you pick up your children from 
Children's Church. These are very simple, designed to help 
you walk through Scripture using definitions and context 
clues. They are written with elementary - middle school in 
mind so the questions are simple to understand, and offer 
an easy place to start your Bible studying journey! 

O utside of the regularly scheduled programming, many 
of the social events on Calvary's calendar are select-

ed with your kids in mind. Even things that seem geared to-
wards adults like, say, a game night will have child appro-
priate options available. We will always try to let you know 
if things are not open to younger children, but never hesi-
tate to find  Katherine or another staff member and ask! 
 

T hank you so much for your involvement and ongoing 
prayer for the Calvary Kids ministry. If you have any 

questions, or would like to volunteer (please do!) find Kath-
erine Kaczor on a Sunday (likely requires a trek back to the 
kids' area) or reach out via phone (612.505.6143) or email 
(calvarykids@calvarychurchmn.org). 

Coming soon: 
New Prague ENERGIZE Sports Camp! 
This is our largest short-term children's 
outreach. There's plenty of running 
around and fun, but we spend a lot of 
time working through the Bible-based 
theme of the week and the accompany-
ing memory verses. 
 

This year we'll be focusing on the theme 

Super Savior! We'll work our way through 

the incredible power and availability of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. It's completely 
free and flyers will be available in July 

-spread the word! 

mailto:calvarykids@calvarychurchmn.org


• June 10-13 – Mission Energize (Austin)  
• June 16 – Father's Day  
• June 23 – Mission55 Bake Sale  
• July 4-5 – Office Closed  
• July 7 – No B&L or CC  
• July 8-13 – XJ Chicago trip  
• July 14 – No Kids B&L – Block Party Training  
• July 18 – Block Party (Volunteer!) 
• July 20 – Men's Breakfast and workshop (RSVP) 
• July 29 – Energize  
• Oct 3-6 – Men's Retreat  

Scan to visit the 
Calvary Calendar 



Dear Calvary Church, 

n this, Calvary's first newsletter, the Elders of Calvary 
want to make you aware of a few things and prayerfully 

request something of you. 

The first thing for which we want you to be aware is that 
Calvary is doing well. We are not claiming perfection or that 
there aren’t areas needing improvement. That said, we are 
conscious of a difficult economy and challenges to the 
church culturally and legally. Some of this letter will ad-
dress our dealing with these issues. 

The second thing for which we want you to be aware is the 
purpose of our Calvary Church newsletter, The Calvary Cri-
er. We want the newsletter to keep you informed, to help 
you know each other and our activities, and to provide 
some devotional thoughts on, mostly, a quarterly basis. The 
plan is to have our annual meeting, followed by 3 editions 
of the newsletter through the year. Please be patient with 
us as we develop the process, product and balance of the 
extra workload. 

The third thing for which we want you to be aware is the up-
coming events. Each of these events need prayer and help. 
Please sign up for them on the church app or contact the 

church office to sign up. 

• From June 10-13, some of our folks will be in Austin, 
MN on a mission trip. They are doing “Energize” there 
with a sister church. 

• On Sunday, July 14 we will have training for each Block 
Party position. This will be from 5:00-6:30PM at The De-
pot. If you have young kids it may be prudent for one 
parent to watch the kids at home, while the other par-
ent attends the training to learn both their and their 
spouses position 

• The Block Party is Thursday, July 18. We know this is a 
tiring event, but the Lord will give us the energy to com-
plete it. Be praying for the people of New Prague, that 
the Lord will draw many to Himself through this ministry 
effort! 

• From July 29 – August 1 we are doing “Energize” New 
Prague. 

The fourth thing for which we want you to be aware is the 
upcoming process related to our annual meeting. Here are 
the dates and meetings: 

• On Sunday, July 28 we will distribute several items of 
information for which we will vote at the annual meet-

ing. These items will include the proposed 2024/2025 
budget, proposed bylaw changes, Elder candidates and 
building update. 

• On Sunday, August 11 we will have a “Town Hall” meet-
ing at 5:30PM at The Depot. We realize that a meeting of 
any length immediately after morning service can be 
challenging, especially for families with young children. 
Consequently, we have chosen the early evening. The 
town hall will provide time for discussion and ques-
tions, pertaining to the items for vote at the annual 
meeting. 

• The annual meeting is Sunday, August 25 at 5:30PM at 
New Prague Middle School (where we meet on Sunday 
mornings). 

oncerning the budget, we have been prayerfully moni-
toring this year’s giving and expenses, as well as the 

increased costs of everything in our economy. We have al-
so consulted with our Chairman of Finance and others. 
Everything costs more. For example, McDonalds medium-
sized French Fries have increased from $1.47 to $5.49 (the 
McDonalds down the street from our house). At varying lev-
els, groceries, utilities and other necessities have also in-
creased in price to their current costs. Everyone is experi-
encing a financial squeeze, as a result. Additionally, we are 
keeping up with new laws and how they will or may impact 
Calvary Church, including financially. 

Our request of you is two-fold. First, please do not take 
from your regular “tithe” when contributing to benevo-
lence, missions or other non-general budget items. The 
general budget is how we pay the bills and other expenses. 
In other words, please make donations to such things as 
benevolence and missions above and beyond your regular 
“tithe.” 

Secondly, please prayerfully consider whether you can in-
crease your regular giving. Any increase would be helpful 
during this economic situation. 

e praise God for how richly He has blessed us and 
we are asking Him to use us to bring many to Him 

through Calvary Church throughout New Prague. 

A Letter from Your Elders 


